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Dreamworks Animation is an American entertainment company that creates films, TV series, 
interactive media, live entertainment, theme park attractions, and product franchises. The 
animation company sits in Glendale, California. 
 
Dreamworks first originated as a division of the same name, but with the “SKG” after it. It was 
founded in 1994 by Steven Spielberg, Jeffrey Katzenberg, and David Geffen (Which is what 
formed the “SKG” of the company name). Katzenberg, the film’s head director and television 
production of the Walt Disney Company, took charge of the new company’s film production. 
The company then spun off Dreamworks Animation as an independent company and Katzenberg 
stayed as chief executive officer. In August 2016, the company was acquired by NBC Universal, 
which originally used to be a cable television operator. 
 
Animated features weren’t being released until 1998 due to the slow pace of production. The 
Prince of Egypt, a Biblical epic, was created with traditional cell animation technology, but Antz 
was a product that was earliest of its computer-animation technology. It used its production 
features exclusively for its own, but maintained a partnership with Aardman, a British company 
specialized in creating films, but with claymation (a simplified name for “stop-motion clay 
animation”). Dreamworks then released all of its films in 3-D format after Monsters and Aliens 
(2009). 
 
Shrek (2001), a Dreamworks animation film based on the cartoonist William Steig’s book about 
an ogre we all know and love, won the first Academy Award for best animated feature. The first 
and sequels were box office hits, as it grossed more than $1.2 billion in the U.S. alone. Shrek 2 
(2004) was the highest grossing film in the U.S. during its release. Shrek wasn’t the only one to 
have a sequel, as other successful films like Madagascar (2005), Kung Fu Panda (2008), and 
How to Train Your Dragon (2010) were able to produce one sequel. 
 
The corporation also provided animated series of previous works and to streaming services like 
Netflix. There are examples like “The Penguins of Madagascar (2008- ) and “Kung Fu Panda: 
Legends of Awesomeness (2011- ), which are apparent spin-offs from the movies that we all 
remember to this day. Adding in to this, theme park attractions also contains some references 
from its movies as well and are located in several locations, like the ones run by Universal 
Studios. 
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The information in this article are detailed and up-to-date as this was written in October 18, 
2016. The author seemed to understand what kind of information he was trying to explain in the 
article. To sum this up, this article seems to be very well-made and might come in handy when I 
get to my Senior Mastery. 


