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Walt Elias Disney, or Walt Disney, is an American motion-picture, television producer, and 
showman who became one of the famous pioneers of animated cartoon films. He’s permanently 
known for the creations of Mickey Mouse and other characters at this time. However, not only he 
was known for his animations, but also his involvement in creating one of the iconic amusement 
parks in history, such as Disneyland. As of now, the Disney Company is now one of the world’s 
largest entertainment companies to exist in history. 
 
During his lifetime, he lived with his father, Elias Disney, who was a carpenter, farmer and 
building contractor, and his mother, Flora Call, who was a public school teacher. When he was 
an infant, his family moved to a farm that was located in Marceline, Missouri. This was his first 
place where he began practicing drawing and painting. This led to him studying cartoons in 
Kansas City Art Institute and School of Design. During WWI, he served as an ambulance driver 
of the American Red Cross in France and Germany. In 1919, he met an artist named Ub Iwerks, 
who is the first person to contribute the majority to Walt’s success. 
 
In 1922, they worked on an animated series called Laugh-O-Gram and a pilot film that combines 
both live action and animation. In 1927, they both created an iconic character who still stands up 
to this day: Mickey Mouse - a cartoon-ish mouse with enthusiastic and mischievous traits. This 
was brought up when the motion picture “The Jazz Singer” with the singer Al Jolson brought the 
novelty of sound to movies. With this, Walt produced “Steamboat Willie,” the third Mickey 
Mouse film that became a historical sensation to movie world. The development of Mickey 
Mouse and the creation of his girlfriend, Minnie, grew the fantasy of Disney characters, 
including Donald Duck and the dogs Goofy and Pluto. 
 
The year 1934 is the beginning for Walt Disney to began his entire work on such old but popular 
animated films, such as “Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs” (1937), “Pinocchio” (1941), 
“Dumbo” (1941), and “Bambi” (1942). In 1941, Disney began producing animated films, but 
this time, for the federal government during WWII. One of the most prominent examples that has 
left a controversial fate is the “Song of the South” (1946). Later after WWII, Disney moved 
away from his work with the federal government and began producing films again for the public. 
These include “Cinderella” (1950), “Alice in Wonderland” (1951), and “Peter Pan” (1953). Walt 
gave out his career’s climax when he released the motion picture, “Mary Poppins,” in 1964. 
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In 1955, Walt Disney created the first “Disneyland” park, becoming a major attraction for many 
tourists around the world. When the second Disney park was still in construction, Walt passed 
away. 
 
I’ll likely use this source for my Senior Mastery because this site proves itself to be very 
informational; plus, it discusses about the historical events of one of the nostalgic and oldest 
animators of all time. However, this site is not up-to-date at any given time since this was made 
in 2011, but I can still credit this person who created this article for providing enough 
information for me to take notes from. 
 


