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Uchida Shigeko, known as Uchida Shungicu by the public, is a japanese singer, dancer, author, 
and cartoonist known by her fans for her titillating manga, which included disruptive and 
rebellious themes to keep her audience engaged and entertained. 
 
During her lifetime, her father separated from her family when she and her sister were just only 
in primary school. Her mother, a bar hostess and dance teacher at that time, then began living 
with a dance instructor and whether Uchida was forced to sleep with her stepfather, her mother 
didn’t interfere. However, Uchida was about to achieve her happiness when she was given a 
piece of rough paper by her fourth-grade teacher after revealing her dream was to become a 
manga artist. 
 
After a while, she then left Nagasaki for Tokyo with her manga and $7,000 in savings. 
 
Her first collection of manga, “Shungicu,” received huge attention when it came out in 1984. The 
theme the manga uses is related to sex while it combines with what is called “gag nonsense.” 
However, none of her viewers don’t get offended with it and with the following, she earns 
recognition within others in the field of manga artists. One of her popular works is “Minami’s 
Girlfriend,” which is a story about a kind and admirable girl, Chiyomi, who suddenly shrinks to a 
size of a doll and attempts to develop normally with her boyfriend, Minami. Throughout the 
story, they accompany each other such as when Minami allows Chiyomi to give her a place in 
his pocket. Eventually, he gets struck by a car, throwing Chiyomi to the ground and fatally 
injuring her. 
In 1994, the manga’s romantic fantasy was able to get into a television drama. 
 
For ten years since 1984, Shungicu was able to produce 60 books, including three collections of 
her essays. In 1994, she was able to win Japan’s version of the French literary prize “Prix des 
Deux Magots” for two best sellers. The first was the “Fatherfucker,” which is a titillating yet 
disturbing novel that sold 300,000 copies after its appearance in 1993. The following in 1994, the 
novel came out as a film under the name, “The Girl of Silence.” The second is a series of manga 
under the title, “We Are Reproducing,” that talks about pregnancy, birth, and bringing up an 
illegitimate baby. 
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In 2009, Shungicu and her novels were adapted into the media; this included her two novels, 
“Vampire Girl vs. Frankenstein Girl” and “At the Mercy of the Darkness.” She also starred 
herself as an actor for numerous films, especially “Face,” “Visitor Q,” and “Yami no Manimani.” 
 
This article here might be a bit more useful to me for my Senior Mastery because what Shungicu 
tried to do in her work is to create something that is not usual and doesn’t follow along the trend 
most other artists do, such as making a manga with a decent but yet weird story. What this means 
is that she is doing something with a variety of choices that may make her work interesting 
instead of the same thing that we might considered to be “mainstream.” 


